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Tod’s Farewell Dinner 
Takuya 

It was held on 25th November, 
because Tod was going to leave on 
28th November and, as he was a 
popular student, many people went 
to the “Ruan Orchid”, which is a 
Thai restaurant, to say goodbye to 
him. 
We were there to entertain Tod, but 
in fact he entertained us from start 
to finish. He is very kind, funny and 
lovely, and he has a strong sense of 
responsibility. We had a lovely 
evening and the Thai curries were 
delicious. 
We are very grateful to Tod, and we 
hope he will come back next year. 

 
The Christmas Holidays 

Faisal and Rodrigo 

A special holiday is coming called 
The Christmas Holidays. Some 
students are going to stay here in 
Chester, but almost all of them are 
going to see their family in their 
country. 
Christmas is a typically commercial 
season in many countries around 
the world. Sales increase 
dramatically as people purchase 
gifts for their friends and family, and 
decorations for their homes, inside 
and out. 
We interviewed some students to 
find out what they are doing this 
Christmas. 
Francesca told us that she`s going to 
Milan on 24th December to have a 
special dinner with her family. At 
midnight they exchange gifts. She 
bought some theatre tickets for her 
parents, and a bag for her sister. 
Fahad is going to Kuwait to visit his 
family. They have a festival called 
Eid with typical Arabic food and 
drinks. They give money to all their 
children and they also have a big 
lunch and a special dinner. For lunch 
they have lamb with rice, salads and 
a lot of desserts. For dinner they 
have some pasta, rice, chicken and 
kebabs. 
Rodrigo is going to Manchester to 
spend his Christmas with some 
English friends. They will have a 
typical Christmas dinner with roast 
turkey and Christmas pudding. 
Faisal is going home. After that he is 
going to Brazil with his friends 
because they’re going to the 
Brazilian Carnival. 
It will be a multicultural Christmas, 
What do you think? 

Christmas in the UK and in 
Colombia 
Riyhan and Santiago 

In the UK The 24th December is 
Christmas Eve. Everyone decorates 
their houses with a Christmas tree, 

baubles, lights, and an angel and the 
children put their Christmas 
stockings at the bottom of their 
beds for Father Christmas to fill with 
presents. 
In the evening many people go to 
church and sing Christmas carols. 
The 25th December is Christmas Day. 
People wake up very early and some 
people have a Christmas breakfast 
then Christmas dinner in the 
afternoon. For this celebration they 
usually cook roast turkey with 
potatoes, carrots, broccoli and gravy 
and of course they have a rich 
dessert called Christmas pudding. 
They also drink champagne and 
wine. 
In Colombia 
On the 24th December some people 
go out during the day to buy some 
presents. 
All the families get together about 
9:00pm and they have a big buffet 
dinner at about 10:00pm with 
different kinds of salad, rice and 
chicken, beef, lamb, pork and 
turkey. 
Before 12 midnight the families say 
a specific prayer for Christmas Day. 
At 12 midnight everyone says 
‘Happy Christmas’ and they drink a 
glass of champagne, then they open 
their presents and sometimes they 
dance and listen to Christmas music. 
On the 25th December people wake 
up late and have a good coffee and 
some families have a barbecue and 
drink some beers. 

 
The story of the Christmas tree 

Francesca and Fahad  

The evergreen fir has traditionally 
been used to celebrate winter 
festivals for thousands of years. The 
first person to bring a Christmas 
tree into a house was a German 
man in the 16th century. 
In Germany the first Christmas trees 
were decorated with edible things, 
such as gingerbread and gold-
covered apples. 
The first Christmas trees came to 
Britain in the 1830s.They became 
very popular in 1841, when Prince 
Albert had a Christmas tree set up in 
Windsor castle. In Victorian times, 
the trees would have been 
decorated with candles to represent 
stars. In many parts of Europe, 
candles are still used to decorate 
Christmas trees. 
Finally many towns and villages 
have their own Christmas trees. One 
of the most famous is the tree in 
Trafalgar Square in London, 
England, which is given to the UK by 
Norway every year as a “Thank you” 

present for the help the UK gave 
Norway in World War II. 

 
Things to Do In Chester 

Mohammed & Takuya  

We recommend visiting the 
following places in and around 
Chester:    
1. The Walls of Chester   Chester 
city walls consist of a defensive 
structure built to protect the city of 
Chester in Cheshire, England. Their 
construction was started by the 
Romans when they established the 
fortress of Deva Victrix between 70 
and 80 AD. You can walk the two 
miles along the walls and have some 
beautiful views of the city, canal and 
river.  
2. Cheshire Oaks Designer Outlet 
This is an outlet centre near 
Ellesmere Port. It is the UK’s largest 
outlet village, with 145 stores and 
was the first designer outlet village 
in Europe when it opened in 1995. 
As factory outlets, the stores 
primarily offer goods from previous 
seasons at discounted rates, at 
prices which are discounted by at 
least 30%. I wish you a great 
shopping time there. 
3. Chester Zoo Chester Zoo is a very 
famous zoo in the UK. There are 
over 12,000 animals and 400 
species. Chester Zoo is open every 
day from 10am, except for 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
Open dated tickets are available 
from £25.40 for adults and £21.80 
for children. There are discounts 
available for students. 
4. Chester Cathedral 
Chester Cathedral is a Church of 
England Cathedral and the mother 
church of the Diocese of Chester. It 
is located in the city of Chester, 
Cheshire, England. The Cathedral, 
typical of English Cathedrals in 
having been modified many times, 
dates between 1093 and the early 
16th century, although the site itself 
has been used for Christian worship 
since Roman times. 

Things to do in Liverpool and 
Manchester 

Justin and Hiromu 

Liverpool 
Liverpool is a lively, famous city. The 
journey from Chester takes about 
45minutes. A return ticket is around 
£7.00. Tickets can be purchased at 
the station. There are a lot of places 
in Liverpool which you should visit. 
We visited the two cathedrals, 
which are beautiful and very 
impressive. The Beatles Museum is 
interesting and well worth a visit 
because you can learn all about the 
Beatles’ story. It is also fun to walk 

around the Albert Dock and visit the 
museums there. 
Manchester 
 Manchester is also a big, lively city, 
famous for its shops. The journey 
from Chester takes one hour. A 
return ticket is about £10.80 
depending on the time and day. 
There are a lot of places in 
Manchester to visit, such as two big 
shopping centres, museums, Albert 
square and Chinatown. We 
recommend trying out one of the 
excellent Chinese, Thai, and 
Japanese restaurants, such as Red 
Chilli, Pacific, Mi and Pho and 
MyLahore. Especially in this season, 
we also recommend going to the 
Christmas market in Manchester! 
Many different goods are sold here 
and the atmosphere is happy and 
friendly. 
     You should go to Liverpool and 
Manchester during your holiday! 

Quaker  Meeting House. 
Relaxation  and  Concentration 

Wate Bunnakornkul 

Usually  when  you ask  people in 
Chester  what  their  favourite  place 
is, they  will  talk  about  a  great  
place  to  go  sightseeing.  For 
example, The  Chester  Walls  Walk,  
where  you  can have  beautiful  
views  of  the  city  as  tourists  and  
you  can explore  the  city. There  
are  also lots  of  beautiful  old  
buildings  and  places  to go 
shopping,   such  as  the Grosvenor  
Shopping  Centre  and the Cheshire  
Oaks  Designer  Outlet.   
However, my favourite place in 
Chester is the Quaker Meeting 
House. It  is  an interesting  place  
where  children  can  follow a 
programme of  activities  to support  
and challenge  them.  They  also  
have  the  chance  to  talk  and  
spend  time  with  their  friends  and  
they  can  join  the  adults at  their  
worship. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  Quaker  
Meeting House is a  place  where   
all adults  can  meet and talk to 
others.  Afterwards,   there  are  lots  
of  interesting  events,  such  as,  
meeting   for  worship  and  a  
relaxation  and  concentration  class 
which I attend on  Tuesdays  8.00 – 
9.00 P.M.  I  find this  class  really  
interesting  and  it  helps  me  to  
relax  and  meditate. 
If  you  are  looking  for  some  
places  to  do  some  events  and  
enjoy  them,  I would   recommend 
the Quaker Meeting House, Union 
Walk, Fordham Street, Chester CH1 
3 LF. 

The River Dee 

Omar 

The River Dee is a river in Chester 
where you can see birds and you 
can give them food, for example 
bread. Many people like to stay 
there and have fresh air.   
 


