
 
The English in Chester Students’ Newsletter 

Published on englishinchester.wordpress.com 

 

May  2016 

Our interview with

, Teacher and 
Course Director 
      By Mohammed & Abdullah 

 

When did you start working 
here? 
 I started working here in 1998 
as a teacher, and last year I 
started working as a Course 
Director.  

 Is it true you were once a stand-
up comedian? 
Yes, it’s true that I was once a 

stand-up comedian. I did this 

from 1993 to 1995, working with 

some friends who did a comedy 

double-act. It was very similar to 

teaching; people sit in a room 

and you have to speak to them! 

But in the comedy clubs, 

sometimes people were drunk. 

Students are never drunk!  

Describe yourself with only 5 

adjectives. 

Asthmatic. Colour-blind. Bald. 

Tall. Athletic.  (Two of these are 

possibly not true!)  

Tell us how you spend your free 
time. 
 Free time! I prepare wine 
bottles for recycling. I enjoy 
cycling, going to jazz clubs and 
listening to jazz records at 
home.  

If you weren’t a teacher, what 
would you want to be? 
 I think maybe a farmer. It would 
be a good job, with different 
working hours, in the fresh air, 
out of the city and in a peaceful 
place. Or possibly a lumberjack.  

Is being a teacher as hard as 
most people think? 
 Yes and no, it’s hard work, but if 
you have great students like 
yourselves, then it’s the easiest 
job in the world.  

What makes you happy in class? 
 Happy students, students who 
want to learn and ask questions. 
If the students do not want to 
learn, it makes the job very 
difficult. 

How does being a course 
director compare to being a 
teacher? Which do you prefer? 

They are different, because I 
have to deal with students in 
different ways. In the classroom 
I teach them, as a course 
director I help them in other 
ways and it involves more 
administration, a lot of 
paperwork and emails and so I 
spend less time with the 
students. I like both jobs. 

If you had the power to change 
ONE THING in the school, what 
would you want to change? 
I think I would have a jazz club in 
Room 1 or maybe in the 
basement, which would be 
useful for me and the students.  

Visit to the Chester Crown 

Court                          By Gwisig 

 

 On Friday the 15th April, Al’s 

class went to Chester Crown 

Court. We visited the court 

specifically on Friday, because 

usually there is the possibility of 

watching sentences particularly 

on a Friday. 

 Initially, an elderly usher, who is 

a person that helps in a court 

greeted us with a warm smile 

and started explaining and 

introducing how the Crown 

Court works. After a brief 

introduction, we understood 

what happens in each of the 

four Courts. 

 Apparently, serious crimes are 

judged in the Crown Court while 

minor offences are dealt with in 

the Magistrates Court. So, we 

were able to watch some 

interesting, serious cases. 

Although there wasn’t a jury on 

that day and we couldn’t watch 

a verdict, some crimes were 

extremely shocking. 

 When we entered Court 1, 

which was presided over by an 

experienced senior judge, a 

middle-aged woman was being 

questioned about her crimes by 

the prosecution. She was 

accused of committing child 

abuse and a sexual crime when 

she was a teenager. Some of the 

counts were denied, but she 

admitted most of them. 

 During this time, we were able 

to hear about many kinds of 

crimes; drug dealing, rape, and 

so on. But the most shocking 

crime was a slavery case. One 

couple were accused of 

committing slavery. They were 

thought to have committed a 

staggering 9 crimes! They 

confined some foreigners in a 

house,  took their passports, and 

forced them to work without 

any wages! The most surprising 

fact was that they denied all of 

the counts, which were thought 

to be obvious.  

  If you have an interest in law or 

how the UK government deals 

with crimes, I believe that the 

excursion to the Crown Court is 

the best choice that you can 

make. 

Trip to the Lake District 

                                    By Sumire 

  Have you ever heard of the 

Lake District? English in Chester 

has a great social programme 

trip to England’s largest National 

Park. It is also known as the 

setting for the children’s story, 

Peter Rabbit. As you would 

expect, it is beautiful and 

definitely worth visiting. 

 

  I was very lucky because the 

weather was perfect. Going to 

the National Park, I was able to 

cruise around Windermere Lake. 

Thanks to the lovely weather, I 

was able to feel a pleasant cool 

breeze and the surface of the 

water was sparkling as it 

reflected the sunshine in the 

blue sky. The lake was enormous 

and I was just fascinated by it. 

  The National Park was 

breathtaking. It was surrounded 

by high mountains and with a 

huge lake in the middle. I was 

stunned by the power of nature 

and it was definitely more 

impressive than I had expected. I 

explored the forest and it took 

me back to my childhood. 

 

  After enjoying the wonderful 

natural view, I visited a small 

village called Ambleside. What I 

want to recommend is going to 

the Grasmere Gingerbread shop 

which has had a long history 

since 1854. Their gingerbread 

has a unique taste. Sweets and 

salt are well mixed and feels like 

a half biscuit, half cake. So a lot 

of people visit here and this 

quaint shop is full of customers 

all the time. I bought 12 pieces 

of it but I had run out in only 

two days! 

 I have a wonderful memory of 

that day and I’ll never forget 

that excursion. I hope this helps 

you to enjoy your life in Chester 

and that you will find it fantastic 

too ;)! 

The Home Stay Evening 

                  By Arnaud & Patrick 

 

 On Wednesday 20th April the 

home stay evening took place. 

Students from all over the world 

prepared traditional food for 

their home stay families. This 

event took place as a part of the 

40th birthday celebration of the 

school. It also allowed the home 

stay families to see how our 

school works. 

  The event started at 6 pm with 

a speech given by our principal, 

Nigel. After that, the student 

representative showed the 

home stay families around the 

school, including some 

classrooms and other important 

parts of the school. Then all the 

families were guided into the 

coffee room where the dinner 

took place. They tried different 

kinds of food from all around 

the world. 

  It was an absolutely fantastic 

evening and all the families 

looked happy in the end. Some 

of our cooks were 

complimented and it was an 

evening to remember. 
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Mohammed’s Bank Holiday   

                          By Mohammed 

 Last Friday we had a Bank 

Holiday, so some friends and I 

decided to explore Yorkshire and 

visit some interesting, attractive 

cities there. 

Day one: Leeds 

We rented a car from Enterprise, 

then we went to Leeds where 

we had booked accommodation 

there.  

After that, we went to a 

Lebanese restaurant where we 

had some delicious Lebanese 

food, such as shawarma, 

marinated in a tasty sauce and 

other prawn dishes in a mouth-

watering sauce. Then we went 

home and relaxed.  

 Day two: Harrogate and 

Huddersfield   

We got up and went to 

Harrogate to visit one of the 

most famous and the oldest 

restaurants in Yorkshire, called 

Betty’s, where we had an 

amazing English breakfast.  

Then, we visited RHS Garden 

Harlow Carr which is a 

wonderful garden in Harrogate 

and one of four public gardens 

run by the Royal Horticultural 

Society.  

Next, we went to Mother 

Shipton’s Cave, which has been 

open since 1630, and which was 

home to the famous prophetess 

and the petrifying well still 

remains a unique, unspoilt 

remnant of the Royal Forest of 

Knaresborough.  

Then we had  lunch in a 

beautiful Qatari restaurant in 

Knaresborough which serves 

delicious traditional Arabic food.  

Oxford Fun Run       By Alessia 

Jessica, David, Nigel and Alex are 

going to run on Saturday 7th May 

in this Charity Race which takes 

place in Oxford. It starts at 11.00 

a.m. at the Oxford University 

Park. A lot of runners and 

walkers from corporate teams, 

schools and colleges are going to 

take part, but you can also join 

in if you are alone or you want 

to participate with your family. It 

is only 5 kilometres, which is not 

too bad. There are different fees 

depending on the way you are 

going to participate. For 

instance, our teachers are going 

to pay £50 for the 4 participants. 

That includes the permission to 

participate, and also a BBQ after 

the event. Each school decides 

where they are going to put the 

profits from this event. English 

in Chester decided that it is 

going to go to three different 

Charities:  VSO, Share-refugees 

and an orphanage in Africa. 

Last year, Jessica won the Cup 

for being the fastest female. 

Also, Brian in 2014 won the Cup 

for being the fastest male. We 

hope that this year will be as 

successful as the last two. Good 

Luck, team! 

Chester-Races          By Alessia 

In Great Britain, horse-racing is 

the second largest spectator 

sport. There are 59 licensed 

racecourses around the country, 

but the oldest is Chester 

Racecourse, which dates back to 

the early 16th century. 

I have never been to a race 

meeting so I was very interested 

to learn more about it. Here in 

Chester, the races normally take 

place several times a year, 

starting in May and ending in 

September. This month we have 

four different races on 4th, 5th, 

6th and 28th May. Each of those 

meetings has a different name. 

On a good day, there could be 

approximately 3000 visitors. 

Actually, there is a Dress Code to 

attend the races, but it is not the 

same for all the spectators. Men 

who pay for the most expensive 

tickets, such as business men, 

have to wear a suit and tie and 

the ladies must wear a smart 

outfit. The most important thing 

is not to wear denims or 

sportswear. 

The price depends on the seat. 

For instance, in the stand they 

give you a meal and a better 

place to watch the races. The 

prices range from £10 to £60 per 

day. 

To sum up, if I go, I will buy the 

cheapest ticket, which is not a 

big investment, and I think that 

it will be worth experiencing this 

at least once in my lifetime. 

During the lunch time this week 

we were able to see people who 

attended the race meetings. I 

think that they were wearing the 

same kinds of outfits that they 

would wear to a wedding. They 

looked very smart and pretty 

and I imagine that they had 

spent hours getting ready for 

the event. However, by the 

evening, some of them looked 

very different and a little bit 

tipsy! 

Review of Istanbul BBQ 

Restaurant  

      By Mohammed & Abdullah 

Have you ever wondered how 

hard it is to find a nice 

restaurant when you’ve just 

moved to a new city? As my 

scholarship sponsors have 

decided to send me to Chester 

to study English, I found cooking 

a bit hard, so I used Tripadvisor 

for advice. They recommend 

some interesting restaurants, 

one of which was the Istanbul 

BBQ Restaurant. I went there 

with my friend by taxi. The 

restaurant is located in Brook 

Street. 

 Once we entered the 

restaurant, we were pleased by 

the warm welcome from the 

friendliest staff we have ever 

met. They gave us a good table 

with the best view ever, because 

we could see the kitchen and 

how the chef made all the meals 

for the customers. We had a 

careful look through the menu 

and we were surprised by the 

abundance of choices it has. 

 I decided to order a portion of 

lamb chops as a main course 

and a salad to start with. My 

friend ordered a famous Turkish 

meal called "Iscander" as a main 

course and some bread with 

humus as a starter. As we 

waited for our food, we saw it 

being prepared. When Chef Ali 

had finished grilling the meat, 

the waitress brought it and 

made a beautiful presentation 

on the table. As we started to 

eat, we realized that this was 

the most delicious meat ever. It 

was soft, tender and rich in 

flavours. It was perfectly 

cooked.  

The atmosphere there was lively 

and authentic. They played 

Turkish songs so that you feel as 

if you are in Turkey while you 

taste their Turkish food, and the 

table style was also Turkish. 

When we had finished our 

meals, we asked for the bill. 

Although it was a little 

expensive, it was worth every 

penny. We recommend that you 

go and try it for yourselves. 

We’ll definitely be back! 

 

Coming soon  

 
 

Are you good at solving puzzles? 

 Are you clever enough?  

 

 from English in Chester before 

being turned into a zombie?  

 

If you like a 

challenge, 

join us! 
Sign up with Sue 

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g1020252-d5774321-Reviews-Istanbul_BBQ_Restaurant-Formby_Merseyside_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g1020252-d5774321-Reviews-Istanbul_BBQ_Restaurant-Formby_Merseyside_England.html

